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Karen Rinker
Homework Tutor

What a Beautiful Two years!

I have been your homework tutor for
two years and | have enjoyed it. When
we first came here in September of 2002,
I knew | was to home school my children
and support Marion and Elizabeth, and
that was all I knew. But God had other
plans! I'm so glad I listened.

We were in the village about a month
and Cheryl asked me if | would consider
this job. I immediately said, No, | don't
want to take a job away from a First Na-
tion person.” She said, “It has been
posted for 3 months and no one has taken
it.” So, I said, “ I would pray about it.” |
did but in my heart | really needed to
know this is what God wanted me to do
while I was here among you dear
people. The next morning a knock came
to my door and a guy said he was to give
me this letter yesterday, but he wasn't able
to bring it till now. In it was a invitation
from the VGFN to accept this position.
So, there were two confirmations | was
really wanted for this position. So, | said,
“Yes,” to Cheryl, and in a week | was
working.

But there was one more confirmation |
needed, and that was from God. That
happened the first night | started my job.
I went to a house where a little boy had
been expelled from school, because he
had gotten in trouble with some older
boys. My heart was broken thinking about
how older kids can get younger children

in trouble, and | treated the little boy as
firmly as | treat my own children, and he
settled right down and finished his work.
His mom had been sitting right near
there, and was happy to see him do his
work. After his work was done | asked
him to sit on the floor with me while |
told him a story.

Here is the story. There was a little boy
and his dad. They were riding in a car, so
you see the story is to take place down
south. The father saw a lovely apple tree
full of big beautiful shiny red apples. He
pulled to a stop, and reached under the
seat. There he found a plastic bag and
stepped out of the car. He looked north,
he looked south, he looked east, and he
looked west. He saw no one coming; so
he started to hop over the fence. All of
a sudden his little boy who had been
watching him rolled down his window
and yelled, ”Dad, there is one way you
didn't look.”

At this point in the story, | asked the
little boy which way the dad didn’t look.
But before he had a chance to answer his
mother spoke up and said,” Remember
what | was telling you about God last
night?” At that point | got my confirma-
tion from God. He wanted me in this job
to support parents that were trying to
teach their children the difference be-
tween right and wrong.

We have seen a lot of children begin
to understand that their parents were truly
interested in their education. It has been
a thrill to me to see parents actually say,
“l can do this with my child.” Then I
say,”That's great! I'll just keep bringing

you the resource materials.” In some cases
the parents or guardians can’t help their
child, but they enjoy just sitting there and
listening as | explain the lessons.

One parent really explained it well
when he said it is really nice when you
can take the things around the house that
the child is comfortable with and help
them to understand. For example, we
were studying a rectangle with a child, and
we walked all over their living room hav-
ing the child point out rectangles. The
next time we came, he was so excited to
point out the rectangles again, and he
had found a few new ones.

One special high light of my job was
visiting the elders. I will really miss those
times when they unburdened their hearts,
and we prayed together for their grand-
children. I knew God was listening too!

I wish I could just sit down and have
tea with every family and share the many
stories of my hours of tutoring, but as
most of you know | am going South to
make a home for the twins to graduate
from High School. | have loved my time
here with you, and will always have won-
derful, fun and challenging memories of
my life as the homework tutor in Old
Crow. | know there is at least one resume
sent in to take my place, and if this is
who will be a blessing to you, then | would
hope it would work out. But | have
learned that only if it is God’s will, will
people truly be a blessing to you. It was
His will that we were here and all of you
in some way have been a blessing to me.

Thank you so much!

Carl Charlie
Land Resources Manager

Courses

| attended a half-day course on the
Yukon Environmental and Socio Eco-
nomic Evaluation with Rosanna White.
There were six of us in attendance.
Office

Had meetings regarding the Rock
Quarry and the community will be
brought up to date very shortly where you
will have the opportunity to ask questions
to VGFN and Porcupine Enterprises rep-
resentatives sometime in the week of the

26,

I was reading a lot of material in re-
gards to land in our Traditional Territory.
Land

I had the opportunity to take my child
out to the school camp in Crow Flats and
spent a nice day out there. They have a
very nice camp and the children seem to
be enjoying themselves. They are learn-
ing how to set traps and survive out on
the land. I wish them all well.

Wood Cutters

To all the woodcutters out there, we
have seen where people have been cut-
ting wood on lakes and leaving a pile of

brush on the lakes or in the creeks. Please
take caution as this can harm the animals
or fish that depend on these water bod-
ies. Please clean the brush off these ar-
eas. Please respect the land, water and
animals as we depend on them also.

I wish you all a very nice and safe spring
out on the land and your travels.

THINK SAFETY AND ALWAYS
BE PREPARED.




Esau Schafer
Councilor

Hello to you all . We are in the touch
of spring and long day light. | see a lot
of people going out on the land with their
families, very good to see. At the same
time they are being taught their traditional
knowledge and really enjoying there time
out. Hope you all have a safe camping
trip.

As for my report, | have been ap-

Elsie Hume
CELC, Arealll

Hi all! Only 7 weeks of school left.
June 11™ is the last day of classes at F.H.
Collins. Exams will be scheduled from
June 14" to the 18th. Last day for Grade
12 departmental exams is June 29,
Graduation schedule for F.H. Collins is
as follows: Cap and Gown Ceremony will
be held on Thursday, June 3 at 7 pm at
F.H. Collins gymnasium. The prom will
be held on Saturday, June 5" at 6 pm at
Mount Mclntyre.

The second term went by so quickly.
All students are doing well. The six
VGFN students who were expected to
grad this year are on the final list. So,
yes, they’ve made it!! They include
Frances and Tracy Bruce; Lyle Charlie;

Harold Frost
Housing Manager

Here’s the up-date for the Hous-
ing Department. For month of March
& April, the projects we’'ve been work-
ing on are, the washroom addition and
the two Renovations that’s been on go-
ing. The washrooms are in the comple-
tion stage. As of April 1, 2004, three are
finished #455, and #745, unit#530 will
be finish in a week, and #540 will be a
bit longer as this unit has a complete ret-
rofit.

There’s funding coming through
for more washrooms, and we are trying
to get as many washrooms done this sum-
mer, and eventually to meet all the prior-

ity needs that INAC, and
4 CMHC recognize. So as these
projects are winding down, we

sk

pointed into Director of Government
Services, when Sandra is away on other
duties. I am in the process of working
on the fuel tank farm which will see the
instalation of two more new enviro tanks;
one for gas and the other for diesel. With
two lines from the airport, for fill up, this
will give us an up-to-standard tank farm.
We are co-ordinating ths project with
Yukon Electric’s tank installation.

Also we are in the process of recon-
structing the community meeting place

q Paul Josie; Michael
Peter from F.H.
Collins and Jessica
Frost-Lindstrom
from Porter Creek
Junior/Secondary
School. Congratu-
lations to all!

Brandon Kaye participated in the
Young Authors’ Conference again, this
year. He was applauded for his poetry
which is entitled “Change Is Never Too
Late”. Congratulations to Brandon and
keep up the good work. We are all proud
of you!

Miranda Charlie is returning from
Prince George tomorrow. She partici-
pated in, yet, another Hockey Tourna-
ment.

I have been making my rounds around

will proceed with units #375, and #540
until spring and by then the next group
of washroom addition will be started on
for the summer.

The new housing initiative program
should get started and there will be more
Renovations coming up soon enough
with the priority list that we have for
housing. We should be real busy this sum-
mer with project jobs etc. Have a good
spring to those who are going out on the
land and take care! Mussi!

up the river at Tlo-Kut. I am hoping this
will come into action really soon so we
can start getting the used material onto
site before the river breaks up . If you
need more information on this please feel
free to get in contact with the GS Dept.
or myself. With this small report I wish
you all well for the spring where ever you
may spring-out and take care.

F.H. Collins quite regularly and it is so
good to see the smiles on our students’
faces. The spring weather is in good
progress and only seven weeks left here.

Mahsi Cho to Harvey Kassi for do-
nating caribou meat to our students. We
will share a delicious supper on Tuesday
upon Miranda’s return. We have lots to
celebrate. On behalf of the F.H. Collins
First Nations Warriors, Watson Lake
Bears, and coaches | would like to say
Mahsi Cho to VGFN leadership, citizens
and organizers for the kind hospitality
during our visit to Old Crow for the Eas-
ter Carnival. The basketball players were
truly “Shining Stars”.

Have a good spring everyone and good
luck to those who are so lucky to be in
Crow Flats! Cheers until next time.

Tammy Josie
Photographer

Good Day! | hopedl are
enjoying our warm weather and it
keeps up until the snow all melts.

This month in the Depart-
ment of Information Systemswas a
learning experience. We got the
new AlS server installed, did
garbage pick-up under bank, and |
got to go to Crow Flats again to
take pictures of the Youth Camp,
“Re-discovering your ways’.

Of course, we all had our fun over
the long Easter weekend with all
the activities going on! | would like
to Thank Theressa, Tracy, Stan Jr.
and Wayne for all the organization,
ajob very well done! Mahsi Cho



Graham Baird
Natural
Resources
Planner

Yukon
Environmental
and Socio-
economic
Assessment Act
| attended a meeting of the Yukon
Environmental and Socio-economic Act
First Nations Caucus in Whitehorse on
April 6 and 7. The Act received royal as-
sent on May 13, 2003. The regulations
under the act have not yet been finalized.
The regulations are called Yukon Activ-
ity and Project Assessment Regulations
or YAPR. These regulations will deter-
mine what activities are subject to assess-
ment. Canada, Yukon and CYFN have
been consulting the public on the regu-
lations. This meeting was called by CYFN
to consult with First Nations and receive
input on some key issues. Following the
consultation period, which ended on
April 21 changes will be made to the regu-
lations and the public will have one more
chance to comment before they are fi-
nalized. The regulations are intended to

be in force by November 13, 2004.
Vuntut Gwitchin Group Trapline

Yukon Environment had told us that
they would no longer issue the permit for
the group trapline to VGFN. A recent
change to the Wildlife Act requires that
trapping concessions can only be held by
a person or group of persons who meet
certain requirements determined by
Yukon Government. Yukon Environ-
ment has suggested that the permit for
the concession could be issued to a group
of trappers all of whom must qualify for
a trapping licence but not to the First
Nation. This conflicts with the Final
Agreement which clearly states that
Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation shall re-
tain the group trapline. Officials from the
Yukon department of Environment have
been invited to meet with us in Old Crow
at the end of May.
Renewable Resources Working
Group

The Renewable Resources Working
Group was formed in January 2004 by
personnel from First Nation government
Natural Resources and Lands and Re-
sources Departments to discuss fish and
wildlife issues. A meeting was held in

Whitehorse on April 20. The main topic
of discussion was trapline and trapping
management. Yukon government has
proposed a new process to allocate va-
cant traplines that are located in overlap
areas of First Nation Traditional Terri-
tories. The proposed process fails to
consider First Nation needs and require-
ments of the Final Agreements. We re-
corded a list of concerns raised at the
meeting and | have distributed this list to
all those who attended. First Nations will
comment on the proposed allocation pro-
cess as they see fit.
Traditional Knowledge Workshop
Ducks unlimited is proposing to hold
aworkshop in Old Crow to gather knowl-
edge on wetlands in north Yukon. They
plan to do this in cooperation with
VGFN, Yukon Land Use Planning Coun-
cil, North Yukon Renewable Resource
Council, Yukon Environment and Cana-
dian Wildlife Service. The information
would be provided to the North Yukon
Planning Commission for use in the re-
gional land use planning process. A plan-
ning meeting was held at the end of
March. The workshop is planned for the
last week of May.

Mary Jane Moses
Heritage Researcher

The first week of April I kept busy
with dubbing VHS tapes and mailing
out of ‘Imprints” to people who re-
quest copies. |also put together a video
package to send off to Rim Shots Me-
dia Arts Festival in Vancouver where
Imprints of Our Ancestors - Part 1 will
be screened on June 3" at the Pacific
Cinemateque. We are still awaiting con-
firmation for Dreamspeakers Festival
out of Edmonton.

T his
month | have
been mostly
dubbing
tapes both
tape cas-
settes and
VHS tapes
amongst

other things. | dub tape cassettes from
the Dempster Highway Project, making
extra copies. A copy from this will be sent
off to Yukon Archives for safekeeping.

I have also attended to Heritage Com-
mittee meetings, getting ready for the
summer season activities in the Heritage
department. Our Elders are quite excited
about that!

Shirleen Smith paid us a visit again. She
was up to fine tune the book she is work-
ing on. The book has one of the many
end products from the 4-year VGFN
Oral History Project. The Heritage Com-
mittee spent some time reading it over
gave comments, and edited where neces-
sary. I'm grateful to Shirleen for all the
help she gave us while she was here. She
assisted Robert and | setting up for in-
terviewing Bella Greenland [nee Bruce]
while she is here visiting in Old Crow
from Aklavik. Thank you Bella, for giv-
ing us some fine interviews of your rec-

ollections of long ago and stories passed
down to you by your parents, grandpar-
ents and other people of the community.
Thank you for sharing.

On the evening of April 20, a show-
ing of Imprints of Our Ancestors — Parts
1 & 2 took place at the community hall
for the Foreign Affairs delegation that
visited Old Crow,

Lastly, while I catch my breath... |
wish everyone of Old Crow a Happy
Spring! I wish for all those who are tak-
ing the initiative to go back to the land a
happy refreshing time. Travel safely! It’s
such a great time of year for people to
be on the land Good weather caribou
coming back again long daylight, good
clean fresh air, good eats — who can re-
sist. May you all enjoy this time with your
families out in Crow Flats, up and down
the Porcupine River and where ever you

are going — Good luck and be
careful out there.




Maureen Gagnier
Acting Director of Finance

Hello, it is very good to be back.

As everyone knows, Catherine is on her
way to Kenya for a holiday. 1 know she
will return with many stories of her ad-
ventures to share with everyone. | was
given the opportunity to return to Old
Crow to cover for her in her absence and
I was very glad to do so. For me, spring
and blueberry picking season are the best
times of the year. | will be here until June
23, with a short break from May 20™" to
June 1%,

We are busy in finance filing the year-
end reports and completing the setup of
the new accounting software and ongo-
ing training of staff. It is very nice to
have a full staff in finance, especially at
this time with the extra large workload.
It is great to be back working with Ida,
having Edna return at this time, and wel-
coming Barbara Callihoo to the finance
team.

I hope that everyone enjoys this beau-
tiful spring weather and time out on your
land. Massi.

Ida Tizya
Finance Payroll Clerk

Hello Everyone:

Spring is finally here. Its nice to get
out on the land for the weekend. For the
people that are going out for the spring
good luck to you all and enjoy your spring.
You're in my prayers.

March was a busy month for the Fi-
nance department because of year-end
things. It is starting to slow down a bit,
because of the number of staff we have
at the finance department.

I would like to take this time to wel-
come Maureen Gagnier back to the Fi-

nance Department for the next 10 weeks.
It’s so nice to be working with her again.

I also would like to welcome Barbara
Callihoo. She is the Finance Manager. |
hope you all enjoy your stay here in Old
Crow.

Edna Kaye is back to work as of April
19, 2004 as Accounts Receivable. Edna
does a great good job. Welcome back
Edna.

Catherine Mbae is going back home
to Kenya to visit her family. 1 hope
Catherine enjoys every minute of her time
down there.

Until next time

Take care and enjoy the spring.

Donna Frost
Employment and Training Officer

Good Day to one and all.

I have been hired as the Employment
Training Officer for the Department of
Human Resources and so far it has been
very challenging but interesting. | am en-
joying my new position and am still learn-
ing quite a bit.

There was a crew of five that went to
Dawson for the Pits Chainsaw Course on
April 50 — 9t 2004. Congratulations
to them “all” for passing this course.

On April 13t — 17t 2004 there was a
Mining Exploration Training Program in
Dawson, there were four participants.
Congratulations to the participant who
passed with flying colors.

It is a God-send that Cheryl is back in
the office so it’s a little easier to under-
stand my job better. So I just want to
welcome her back to the office and back

to Old Crow.
Well until next time, enjoy
the nice warm spring weather.
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Edna Kyikavichik
Accounts Receivable Clerk

Hello everyone, Drin gwinzii.

I just wanted to write a short note say-
ing that I'm back at work at the Finance
Department as an Accounts Receivable
Clerk working part-time in the after-
noons.

I hope you are all enjoying the lovely
weather and you're all doing well. As for
myself, I'm doing good, happy to be back
at work and I'm working towards mak-
ing a change in my life. It’s a big step but
anyone can do it; NOBODY'S PER-
FECT.

It's good to see and work with Maureen
again. I'm glad that she’s back and hope
you enjoy your stay during the spring and
summer season. It's good to be working
with Ida and Barbara Callihoo the new
Finance Manager. | also wanted to wel-
come Barbara to Old Crow and have a
wonderful stay.

To everyone have a wonderful spring
season. Get out and enjoy the beautiful
weather. Take care and have a wonderful
day.

Wade Meszaros
Community Wellness Worker
VGFN - 966-3261 Ext. 251

April has been a busy month for the
Health and Social Service department.

April 6" was an information meeting
on the needs and concerns of the com-
munity through the perspective of an all
men’s meeting. We also discussed what
they saw as ways in meeting those needs.
On April the 7" there was the same meet-
ing for the women of the community.
Listed below are the response from both
men and women;
Identify what you see as needs in
the Community of Old Crow

A. Men’s’ responses:

1. Better Communication within

the community
2.  Bringing people/community to-

gether

3. Men coming together to
socialize

4. Aftercare/Support meetings like
AA.

5. More activities for everyone
6. A person to coordinate and dis
tribute information to the
community
7.  Get back to the Land
What can be done to meet these
needs?
A. Men’s responses
1. a.)Have something like community
announcements in the VGFN news
letter
b.)Community calendar
Continued on Pg. 7...




c.)Posters/emails/word of mouth
2.a.)Retreats out on the Land with the
people, could have talking circles.
b.)Cabin per family out on the land
for community — one family may
travel for the week end to spend time
out on the land and to teach our
Culture and traditional values to our
children for future use.
3.Start a men’s & boys club — Sunday
evenings @ 8 p.m.
4.Start a support group/A.A. mtgs.
Once a week in the evenings.
5.a.)Take groups of kids and adults
out on a hunt, film it, take pictures
and then have a banquet feast after
and show the film and pictures and
tell stories of the experience.
5.b.)Cement/removable wood floor
in the arena for future use; roller skat
ing, floor hockey, net for basket ball,
craft/baking sales, concessions
c.)Movie theatre for adults and
children

Identify what you see as needs in

the Community of Old Crow
B. Women’s’ responses:
1. Self-care/Retreats

Exercise

How to deal with dysfunction in

community

Aftercare/Support meetings

Bringing people together

Social get togethers

Better Community awareness

Variety of crafts/Arts/work

shops

9.  Use resources we already have

w N
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10.  Activities for the Youth
What can be done to meet these
needs?

B. Women’s response:

1.a.)Women’s/girls club

b.)Massage Therapy

c.)Workshop on self-care, spiritual

reading

d.)Traditional medicines, aroma

therapy

2.a.)Walking program

b.)Old Crow fitness center

¢.)Ski program, snowshoe

3.a.)Codependency group

b.)home visits/family interventions

c.)Workshops on; self-esteem, adven

tures in attitudes, hospice/grief, heal
ing circles, parenting support
4.a.)Support groups gender specific
and coed

b.)one-on-onecounseling,

A.A.alanon, alateen

5.a.)Camping, weekends out at Old

Crow Flats

6.a.)Games night, Karaoke night,

amateur talent night

b.)Once a month nutrition lunch @

school

c.)Movie night, Beach party

7.a.)Community calendar

b.)Posters, email, radio, mail box,
news letter

8.a.)Get College to run these specific

programs

b.)Womens stitch, craft night

gathering 1x month

9.Utilize; Arena, Fitness center, Ski

lodge, Green house,Community

feasts and Safe House

11.Team sports, teen dance, Bingo

As you can see there was some great
ideas that came out of the meetings and
from this we have a women’s group meet-
ing every Wednesday at the College start-
ing at 7 p.m. and be chaired by Pat from
the nursing station. All women are wel-
come to attend call Sandra at the College
for more information.

A men’s group is starting as well, meet-
ing Sunday evenings at 8 p.m. for Chess,
Crib, Pool and fellowship. At each meet-
ing there will be a topic to discuss. April
25"'s topic was “ How to be a good
hunter in the home”.

April 22, saw the first of 10 pre-treat-
ment sessions in preparation for a treat-
ment program out on the land in July for
the Women and possibly October for the
men. It is important that everyone attend
the sessions in preparation for the land.
The group decided on 10 topics they
wanted to talk about. The first session
we talked about “What is Love?”

April 27 the topic was “Trust” and May
4™ the topic will be “Addictions”.

Everyone is welcome, what is discussed
and shared in the meetings stays within
the meetings — no gossip allowed. Bring
your favorite treat.

My door is open to anyone who would
like to come in and talk with me one-on-
one. Everything is held in complete con-
fidence. If 1 am busy please call and set
up an appointment. | look forward to
meeting you. Mahsi Cho.

Stanley Grafton Njootli
Youth Coordinator / Programmer

The month of April was a very busy
in the Recreation Department. There was
fundraising for the Spring Carnival, gym
nights, and the Spring and Easter Carni-
val itself. The Spring and Easter Carni-
val was full of events and two great bas-
ketball games between Watson Lake and
F.H. Collins. There were award ceremo-
nies for our Old Crow youth that par-
ticipated in the Artic Winter Games,
hockey, Tea-Kwon-do, and the Warriors
from EH. Collins.

The Spring and Easter Carnival itself

was a great success thanks to all the vol-
unteers and the community of Old Crow

and those who came to Old Crow to en-

joy in the events and basketball games that
were held at Chief Zzeh Gittlit School.
There were some new events and old
events. One of the new events we had
this year was the Pole Push. There were
8 dog races, 1 dog races for the children,
dances, talents show, musical chairs, duct
tape game, and many more fun and ex-
citing events.

I would really like to say thanx to F.H.
Collin’s Warriors and Watson Lake Bas-
ketball teams for coming to Old Crow
and to all the volunteers and workers that
help facilitate and coordinate
the Spring and Easter Carnival 7
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Joe Tetlichi
Justice Co-ordinator

Good day! Hope everyone is enjoying
the spring weather. | would like to first
of all welcome community wellness
worker Wade Meszaros to the Social
team. | hope your stay here is an enjoy-
able one. I look forward to working with
you.

Administration of Justice

Talks are resuming with other Govern-
ments in negotiations on the subject of
how to approach the issue of Justice.
Meetings were held in March and the
work and budget plan were finalized. The
next step will be consulting with the com-
munities. | will keep the community up-
dated as to when this will happen.
Justice Committee

We are still in need of Justice Com-
mittee members. If you are interested on
sitting on this committee please get in
touch with me. A willingness and being
able to work with people that are associ-
ated with the Courts is a must. A crimi-
nal records check is also a definite require-
ment.

Fiscal Year ending

I have submitted a budget and work
plan for this year with the Territorial and
Aboriginal Justice Canada. These contri-
bution agreements lay out what you are
proposing to do in the next fiscal year

depending on your budget. Basically since §

there are no new dollars coming in from
the last fiscal year we are using our same

plan as last year. If you need more infor- :

mation please drop in to the office.
Native Court worker

We have tried unsuccessfully to hire a
worker for this department. Since there
are times when there is a need for sup-
port in this area, I will be assisting Cli-
ents to reach the appropriate authori-
ties. Please call if you need help with le-
gal advice. The next Court date is set for
May 18", 2004.

At this time 1 would like to remind all
clients that have community service work
or fines to pay, to get it done by the court

date. If you have financial dif-

ficulties than we could see
about working your fines off.
Mahsi Cho!

V\_/ebsite in the future.

Paul Doehle
Director / Systems Administrator

VGFN Server — We added a new com-
puter server in our administration build-
ing in April 2004. This new server will
accommodate our conversion to AccPac
for Windows and our new AlS (Aborigi-
nal Information Systems) software to be
installed this summer.

Gary Jone and Rick Scramstad traveled
to Old Crow to assist us in this upgrade.
Thanks to them for a job well done. They
also had the privilege to have lunch at the
youth camp held across the river. It was
Gary’s first time on a ski-doo as well as
to sit in a camp.

Crow Flats — | took a week off work
to visit the youth camp in Crow Flats.
Once again camp coordinator, Mabel
Tetlichi, is doing a fantastic job at this
years youth camp. “Re-discovering our
ways” is what the project was called. On
her team at the camp are Douglas,
Susanna, Elaine andGarney Tizya, Earl
Benjamin, and camp Elder, Erwin
Linklater. VGFN IS department em-
ployee Tammy Josie also visited us at the
camp and took many pictures. We will be
posting some of these on Old Crow’s

Paul, Rosilie and Charlie spent a
week in Crow Flats with Mabels
Re-discovering our ways. Below
are camp workers Earl Benjamin
and Garney Tizyafrom Old Crow!

William Josie
Director Natural Resources

Well, spring is here, and | hope every-
one is enjoying the nice weather.

The Yukon Fish and Wildlife Manage-
ment Board just hire a half time com-
munity steward for north Yukon. The
new Steward, who is Bev Brown, will be
looking at conservation of fish and wild-
life and their habitat in our traditional ter-
ritory, through various projects.

There will be a public meeting on the
evening of May 05, 2004, to give an up-
date on the quarry project. This meeting
will be hosted by porcupine Enterprises.
and VGFN Natural Resources.

There was a Salmon Open House on
April 21t followed by the dinner and pub-
lic meeting to report on the 2003 fishing
season, and what we plan for the 2004
chum fishing season. Due to expectation
of a low chum run, we have a couple of
options:

1) to voluntary stop fishing, or

2) to have a restricted fishery. (say two
days a week). We did not reach a consen-
sus, we left that more of the community
need input in this important decision.
Representatives from the PR.W.G. will be
going to door-to-door with a question-
naire/survey on what should we do in
regards to the 2004 chum fishing season.

® Thirty five people were in attendance at

the salmon public meeting. If you have
any guestion don’t hesitate to come in and
see me.

With that, | would like to wish every-
one well, especially those who are out on
the land. Mahsi Cho.
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